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Summary Information

Repository History Colorado. Stephen H. Hart Research Center

Creator Allen, Henry C., (Henry Covert), 1873-1939

Title Henry C. Allen Collection

Date 1884-1918

Extent 0.75 Linear feet

Language English

Collection [Box] .75 lf

Abstract The Henry C. Allen collection consist of personal and business records,

club memberships, insurance policies, and other material related to Henry

Covert Allen. A Denver lawyer, Allen was a partner in the Allen and

Crump law firm. Allen was involved in cases that focused on water rights

and laws.

Preferred Citation note

Cite as: Henry Covert Allen Collection, Mss.00007, History Colorado, Denver, Colorado.
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Biographical Note

Henry Covert Allen was born January 24, 1873 in Rochester, New York. He received his legal education
from the University of Pennsylvania with former Pennsylvania state solicitor William Nelson as his
advisor.

Just before taking the Pennsylvania bar exam, Allen was compelled to leave for the west for health
reasons. In February 1899, he moved to Montrose, Colorado, where he worked as an attorney, making
real estate his specialty. A special Bench and Bar edition of the Denver Times in February 1899 described
him as already having “obtained recognition from older members of the bar for his legal worth, and he
bids fair to becoming a shining light at the bar of this great state.”

In 1909, he moved to Denver and was a partner in the law firm of Allen & Crump, located in the
Kittredge Building, specializing in water law. He was involved in cases for such organizations as the
Platte Water Company, the City Ditch Company and the Henrylyn Irrigation District, as well as investing
in several mining concerns. He was a member of several clubs in Denver, including the Fortnghtly Club,
the Searchlight Club, the Denver Athletic Club and the New York Society of Colorado. He was also an
active member of St. John’s Cathedral in Denver.

Allen died at the Porter Sanitarium in Denver in November 1939, just five months after the death of his
second wife, Dr. Helmina Jeidell.

Scope and Contents note

Henry Allen was an attorney involved in one of the most important issues in Colorado history. Water
rights and laws have motivated some heated debates and court cases in the state, and the outcomes of the
cases have established some ground-breaking practices in water rights in the arid West. Henry C. Allen
was a lawyer in the center of the debate, and this collection provides unique insight into the legal process.

This collection spans the years 1884 to 1916, almost the entire length of Henry Allen’s professional
career. The series includes Biographical Material (1898-1915), Correspondence (1892-1916), Financial
Material (1894-1916), Insurance Material (1899-1918), Literary Material (undated), Nevada Land
Speculation Records (1907), Colorado Irrigation Company (1884-1914), Platte Water Company
(1905-1908), City Ditch (Denver) (1903-1908), Henrylyn Irrigation District (1916), Fruit Lands Company
(1912-1915), and Water Rights (1902-1905).
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Administrative Information

Publication Information

 History Colorado. Stephen H. Hart Research Center

Conditions Governing Use note

Open to researched without restrictions.

Provenance

Provenance is unknown.

Processing Information note

Processed by Tracie Etheredge, 1994.

Controlled Access Headings

Corporate Name(s)

• Brotherhood of St. Andrew .
• Capitol Hydraulic Company. (Denver, Colo.)
• Colorado Electric Club.
• Denver Athletic Club.
• Fruit Lands Company.
• Henrylyn Irrigation Company. (Denver, Colo.)
• Henrylyn Irrigation District.
• Mosida Fruit Lands Company.
• Northern Colorado Irrigation Company.
• Platte Water Company. (Denver, Colo.)
• St. John's Cathedral (Denver, Colo.) .
• The Union Pacific Coal Corporation.

Genre(s)
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• Abstracts.
• Account books.
• Contracts.
• Correspondence.
• Deeds.
• Insurance policies.
• Pamphlets.
• Receipts.

Occupation(s)

• Lawyers--Colorado.

Personal Name(s)

• Cobb, C.L.
• Pouppirt, E.E.
• Sanford, Albert B.

Subject(s)

• Irrigation--Colorado.
• Water rights--Colorado.
• Water-supply--Colorado--Denver.
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Collection Inventory

Biographical Material 1898-1915   11.0 File folder(s)

Folder

Daybook 1903 
1

Daybook 1904 
2

Daybook 1908 
3

Clubs/Organizations - Program for the Fortnightly Club; Booklet for the Searchlight

Club; List of members of the St. John’s Cathedral Chapter; Announcement of meeting of

the St. John’s Cathedral Chapter 1898-1908 

4

Clubs/Organizations - Minutes from meeting at St. Marks 1-9-1908 
5

Clubs/Organizations - Letter to Rev. C.S. Olmstead, Bishop of Colorado, from the Denver

Local Assembly of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew; Letter to the Denver Local Assembly

of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew; Postcard to H. C. Allen from F. Vewalin 1908 

6

Clubs/Organizations - Minutes from the meeting of the Denver Local Assembly

of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew; Letter of resignation as secretary of the Local

Assembly 1908 

7

Clubs/Organizations - Program from the Fourth Annual Banquet and Musical of the

New York Society Of Colorado; Booklet of the Colorado Electric Club; Envelope to

8
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H.C. Allen from W.C. Van Alstyne; Letter from the Denver Athletic Club to H.C. Allen,

Receipt of membership payment, Envelope, Member suggestion card from the Denver

Athletic Club; Letter to H.C. Allen regarding upcoming dances; Application letter to H.C.

Allen regarding the Lakewood Country Club 1911-1913 

Clubs/Organizations - Letter to the members of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew; List

of members of St. Marks; Note to H.C. Allen from “F.H.” regarding meeting of the

Brotherhood of St. Andrew; Minutes of a meeting of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew;

Dance list of the Denver Athletic Club n.d. 

9

Plan of readjustment sent to H.C. Allen by the Columbian Woodsmen 1915 
10

Business Cards n.d.   9.0 Item(s)
11

Correspondence 1892-1916   7.0 File folder(s)

Folder

Letter from E.F. Wellington to Mr. Peltz; Letter from E.F. Wellington to D. Brown; Letter

from Edward to H.C. Allen 1892-1908   9.0

12

Letter with check from the Mercantile Bank and Trust Co.; Letter from the Milwaukee

Fire Insurance Co. to H.C. Allen 1908-1910   9.0

13

Letter of introduction to J.E. Wilkie from C.A. Lawson 5/28/09  
14

Three letters from Edward to H.C. Allen 1910 
15

Letter from Edward to H.C. Allen; Letter from W.C. Van Alstyne to H.C. Allen; Letter

from Elizabeth M. Booth to H.C. Allen 1910-1913 

16
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Letter from Edward to H.C. Allen; Letter from Elizabeth M. Booth to H.C. Allen; Letter

from Ida J. Baldwin to H.C. Allen; Letter from G.E. Griffith to H.C. Allen 1913-1916 

17

Letter from Edward to H.C. Allen; Letter to Helen C. Allen from H.C. Allen, to be

opened should he die n.d. 

18

Financial Material 1894-1916   15.0 File folder(s)

Folder

Personal account book from the Interstate Savings and Investment Company 1899 
19

Financial journal 1900-1904 
20

Personal checkbook 1905-1906 
21

Personal account book from Denver National Bank 1905-1911 
22

Personal checkbook 1910-1911 
23

Personal checkbook 1910-1912 
24

Bills and receipts – Bill to George H. McLelaskey from Charles Milson; Bill from

Deering Harvester Company; Bill from John Deere Plow Company; Receipt from

the Union Pacific Coal Company; Receipt from Tim Kinney & Co.; Receipt from

Mrs. Sanders; Receipt from Tim Kinney & Co.; Receipt from the Union Pacific Coal

Company; Bill from Dewester & Watt; Bill from R. Harvey Reed 1894-1902 

25
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Bills and receipts – Receipt from the Union Pacific Coal Company; Itemized bill list;

Receipt for board and lodging; Receipt for room; Receipt from the Union Pacific

Coal Company; Bill from A.J. Wipperman; Receipt from the Union Pacific Coal

Company; Bill from J.P. McDermott & Co.; Two bills from Beeman & Newber Merc.

Company 1902 

26

Billing lists 1901-1904 
27

Warranty Deed; Deed of Trust; Check to E.H. Whitney 1912 
28

Release of Deed of Trust; Deed of Trust; Deed of Trust; Redemption Certificate;

Redemption Certificate; Receipt from the Newcomb Realty Company; Receipt;

Receipt 1913-1916 

29

Receipt; Receipt; Receipt 1900-1914 
30

Contract creating the Standard Specific Company 1909 
31

Receipts for membership dues to the Columbian Woodsmen 1914 
32

Receipts for membership dues to the Columbian Woodsmen 1916 
33

Insurance Material 1899-1918   7.0 File folder(s)

Folder

Insurance, life – The Pacific Mutual Life Insurance Company; The Interstate Savings and

Investment Company 1899 

34
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Insurance, health – Maryland Casualty Company; The Ocean Accident & Guarantee

Corporation Limited of London, England 1902-1909 

35

Insurance, health – United States Casualty Company; Guardian Casualty and Guarantee

Company 1912-1916 

36

Insurance, auto – Orient Insurance Company 1937 
37

Insurance, life – The Phoenix Mutual Life Insurance Company of Hartford, Conn;

Receipts of payment 1916-1917 

38

Insurance, life – The Phoenix Mutual Life InsuranceCompany of Hartford, Conn. 1918 
39

Mabel Brown vs. H.C. Allen 1913 
40

Literary Material undated   1.0 File folder(s)

Folder

Eloquence oration n.d. 
41

Nevada Land Speculation 1907   4.0 File folder(s)

Folder

“A description of the Borland Mining Property” n.s. 
42

Correspondence – Letter to Charles L. Cobb from H.C. Allen; Letter to H.C. Allen from

C.L. Cobb; Letter to C.L. Cobb from H.C. Allen; Letter to H.C. Allen from C.L. Cobb;

43
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Letter to H.C. Allen from C.L. Cobb; Letter to H.C. Allen from Sam White; Letter to

H.C. Allen from J.P. Pine and Company 1907 

Correspondence – Letters to Charles L. Roberts from H.C. Allen 1907 
44

Legal documents – Contract of Ownership of Borland Mining Company n.d. 
45

Northern Colorado Irrigation Company 1884-1914   28.0 File folder(s)

Folder

Company correspondence 1906-1914 
46

Financial documents – water receipt and water leases 1884-1886 
47

Financial documents – water receipts 1886-1891 
48

Financial documents – water receipts 1892-1898 
49

Financial documents – Statement of cost of construction of canal; Letters of agreement of

payment 1904 

50

Law suit – E.E. Pouppirt, et al v. Northern Colorado Irrigation Company, Special

Appearance; Order 1904-1914 

51

Law suit – E.E. Pouppirt, et al v. Northern Colorado Irrigation Company, Answer 1905 
52

Law suit – E.E. Pouppirt, et al v. Northern Colorado Irrigation Company, Order;

Peremptory Writ of Mandamus 1905 

53
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Law suit – E.E. Pouppirt, et al v. Northern Colorado Irrigation Company, Order;

Replication 1905 

54

Law suit – E.E. Pouppirt, et al v. Northern Colorado Irrigation Company, Final Order and

Decree for Peremptor Mandamus 1905 

55

Law suit – E.E. Pouppirt, et al v. Northern Colorado Irrigation Company, Order, two

copies; Order 1905 

56

Law suit – E.E. Pouppirt, et al v. Northern Colorado Irrigation Company, Stipulation;

Notice 1906 

57

Law suit – E.E. Pouppirt, et al v. Northern Colorado Irrigation Company, Complaint or

Petition 1906 

58

Law suit – E.E. Pouppirt, et al v. Northern Colorado Irrigation Company, Final Judgment

and Decree for Peremptory Mandamus; Objections and Motion to Dismiss 1906 

59

Law suit – E.E. Pouppirt, et al v. Northern Colorado Irrigation Company, Objections and

Motions to Dismiss; Demurrer; Answer; Motion for Judgment on Pleading and Issuance

of Peremptory Writ; Peremptory Writ of Mandamus; Final Judgment and Decree for

Peremptory Mandamus; Order Admitting New Parties 1906 

60

Law suit – E.E. Pouppirt, et al v. Northern Colorado Irrigation Company, Stipulation;

Court Order 1907 

61

Law suit – E.E. Pouppirt, et al v. Northern Colorado Irrigation Company, Notice 1907 
62
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Law suit – E.E. Pouppirt, et al v. Northern Colorado Irrigation Company, Court Order;

Agreement; Preliminary Mandatory Writ of Injunction 1907 

63

Law suit – E.E. Pouppirt, et al v. Northern Colorado Irrigation Company, Letter to E.E.

Pouppirt from Frank Balford; Demurrer, two copies; Demurrer to Answer Motion for

Judgment on the Pleading and Issuance of Peremptory Writ July 29, [?] 

64

Legal documents – Water receipts; Water contract; Water receipt; Water receipt; Water

receipt 1900-1902 

65

Legal documents Notes regarding damages; Water contracts; Certificate of Incorporation

of the Highline Consumers Protection Association 1905 

66

Legal documents – Water contracts 1905 
67

Legal documents – Water contracts 1905 
68

Legal documents – Letters of agreement; Agreement between the Northern Colorado

Irrigation Company and the Platte Land Company 1905 

69

Legal documents – Memorandum of Agreement; Water contracts 1906 
70

Legal documents – Water contracts 1906 
71

Legal documents – Water contracts; Receipt; Receipt 1906 
72

Legal documents n.d. 
73
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The Platte Water Company 1905-1908   10.0 File folder(s)

Folder

History of the Platte Water Company n.d. 
74

Financial documents – Bill from Allen & Webster 1905 
75

Financial documents – Assessment book 1907 
76

Legal document – Copy of Deed 1906 
77

Legal documents – Right of way 1906 
78

Law suit – S.W. Brown et al v. The City and County of Denver and The Platte Water Co.,

Notice; Answer 1905 

79

Law suit – S.W. Brown et al v. The City and County of Denver and The Platte Water

Co. , Replication; Notice of Trial; Supplemental and Additional Answer 1905 

80

Law suit – S.W. Brown et al v. The City and County of Denver and The Platte Water

Co., Letter to C. Brown from B.B. Bancroft; Final Order and Decree for Peremptory

Mandamus 1905 

81

Law suit – S.W. Brown et al v. The City and County of Denver and The Platte Water Co.

Complaint and Petition 1905 

82

Law suit – S.W. Brown et al v. The City and County of Denver and The Platte Water Co.

Affidavit 1907 

83
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Law suit – S.W. Brown et al v. The City and County of Denver and The Platte Water Co.

Motion 1908 

84

Law suit – S.W. Brown et al v. The City and County of Denver and The Platte Water

Co., Motion for Restraining Order; Appearance of Defendants in Error; Motion to Strike;

Demurrer; Mandamus ; Motion for Restraining Order; Memorandum Brief n.d. 

85

Law suit – S.W. Brown et al v. The City and County of Denver and The Platte Water Co.

Petition n.d. 

86

The City Ditch, Denver 1903-1908   4.0 File folder(s)

Folder

Legal documents – Pleas of court case 11/2/1903 
87

Legal documents – Letter to H.C. Allen from Albert B. Sanford, Including a copy of a

published notice of sale, a certified bond, warranty deed from J. Geo. Leyner to David

Linhart, warranty deed from David Linhart to Albert B. Sanford, articles of agreement

between Littleton and Reynolds & Linhart 1908 

88

Legal documents – Letter of examination from Albert B. Sanford To H. C. Allen 1908 
89

Legal documents- Itemized list from City Ditch case n.d. 
90

The Henrylyn Irrigation District 1916   1.0 File folder(s)

Folder
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Letter from Mary M. Hicks to H.C. Allen, including copies of Correspondence from the

Henrylyn Irrigation District 1916 

91

Mosida Fruit Lands Company 1912-1915   3.0 File folder(s)

Folder

Correspondence, Letter from the Mosida Fruit Land Company to Stockholders; Letter

from H.T. Gerry to H.C. Allen; Letter from Thurman, Wedgewood & Irvine to H.C,

Allen 1915 

92

Legal documents – Abstract of Title 1912 
93

Legal documents – Court documents 1915 
94

Water Rights 1902-1905   3.0 File folder(s)

Folder

Legal documents, Proceedings from a Hearing involving water rights, pp. 1-114 1902 
95

Legal documents, Proceedings from a Hearing involving water rights, pp. 115-234 1902 
96

Legal documents: Contract, Declaration of Applicant, Petition of Lease of State

Lands 1902-1905 

97


